BRIGIDINE ASYLUM SEEKERS' PROJECT

(Under the auspices of the Brigidine Justice Commnity)

52 Beaconsfield Pde, Albert Park 3206
Ph: 96962107; bssc@cyberspace.net.au

| was a stranger and you made The Project aims to:
me welcome ... . o .
* provide hospitality and practical support for asylseekers
* actively network with like-minded individuals andogips who

are working for justice for asylum seekers
Newsletter 25 December 2004

* promote advocacy for the rights of asylum seekers

There is a story about an elder Cherokee Native American who was teashgngrtuchildren
about life. He said to them, "A fight is going on inside me...It is a terrible fgickit is between
two wolves. One wolf represents fear, anger, envy, sorrow, regret, gregdnae, self-pity,
guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, pride and superiority. The other wolf stangsy, peace, love,
hope, sharing, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, friendship, empathpsggneuth,
compassion, and faith. This same fight is going on inside of you and every other pef'son too.

They thought about it for a minute and then one child asked his grandfather, "Which wolf will
win?" The old Cherokee simply replied..."The one | feed."

Commenting on the title of the bodkFair Go in an Age of TerrordJohn Menadue, former eminer
public servant, said that the threat of terrorism has been used to deny

,ﬁ 7T€' our civil liberties. In his view, and traditionally, a fair go has been megnt

for outsiders: aliens; foreigners; refugees; people that are differersidd
that in the Judaeo-Christian tradition there is no more powerful messg
than that the alien shall not be oppressed, shall not be dispossessed.

(v \ He said that the concept of caring for the alien is mentioned more thal
other social matter in the Old Testament. Compassion and concern fg
alien is mentioned 36 times in the Old Testament and here he relies for therdatdewish friend
of his. It is asserted more strongly than any other Jewish law, whetheéhd Babbath, dietary
laws, or attending the tabernacle of the temple. He said that caring &dietmethe person that is
different, the outsider, is a core social part of what we believe as Qfgistia

Welcoming the stranger seems an important theme for us as Australian®tsidkering as we lea
into the day and the season where the mythology of peace and goodwill and fashitgtozh is

paramount. And yet, there is no room at the inn .... For many people who are traumatised &
persecuted and seek a room in our inn.
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The following is a report fronLouise Cleary Brigidine Congregational Leadership Team. Louise pnd
three others recently spent some time in the Philippines.

Refugees, Asylum Seekers and People Trafficking

Some of the people who are in detention centres in Australia are traffickeenyThey are the ‘tip of the
iceberg’ when it comes to this very complex issue which is clodiatg &b the systemic violence against womgn
in our world. People trafficking is an enormously lucrative business, theddrfigs and arms dealing, and is
well-established in the Asia Pacific region.

Project Respect, a Melbourne based NGO, documented 300 cases of traffisked pdo Australia in March
this year and they, and thegquiry into the trafficking of women for sexual servitgmit Committee on the Australia
Crime Commission, June 200&stimate that the number could be up to 1000 each year. The trends emergitig ffom
Project Respect research indicate that:

Many trafficked women have been detained in immigration detention camestralia and many have
been deported from Australia. Some have been re-trafficked here.

Traffickers and/ or their associates have frequently lodged falseaamtlfent Protection Visa applications
for trafficking victims and it has sometimes been difficult forttatims to prove they did not know about
or lodge the application.

Trafficking occurs in a variety of areas of Australian society, sisdne hospitality, construction, art and 4ex
industries.

Victims of trafficking to Australia (in the cases documented) cawm fmany countries, including Thailanjl
Malaysia, Vietnam, Burma, China, Singapore, Albania, Colombia, South Alinidiaa and the former Sovi
Republic.

Women trafficked to Australia for prostitution are deceived intceliglg that they will be working in
hospitality or as air hostesses or they are deceived about the nat@@fditution they will do and the
conditions they will be under.

Victims trafficked to Australia experience a range of abuse and onerainging from threats to inform
Immigration, to deprivation of food, to physical assault and rape. The womeroatituped for long hours,
seven days a week, and often regardless of their health or menstteal’gmen trafficked for prostitution
usually wish to earn enough money to send home to family in their country of origiagdingtey earn little
to no money in Australia.

We know that women are still being detained in detention centres, oftebeifig reported to DIMIA by their
perpetrators or associates, and are quickly deported. However in October 2008tthtaf government
announced new visa arrangements and victim support measures aimed at mdaicigstfrem punishing to
supporting trafficking victims. A person suspected of being trafficked eayiMen a Bridging Visa F which lasf
for 30 days while trafficking claims are being investigated. If tkéngiagrees to assist police she/he is eligible
for a Criminal Stay Visa (CJS) allowing the person to stay in the country akdavdhe duration of the
criminal justice process.

[

Whilst these initiatives are laudable, protection still dependbawictim being willing and able to testify. It is
frequently the case that the person is not in a state to do so: sheadg been traumatised, she does not haye
the language, she fears reprisals by the trafficking gangs on hey.famil
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In a recent visit to the Philippines the Brigidine

o Congregational Leadership Team worked withrd
Sarah came from a poor family in the Batan a§N Id M Agai he Exoploitati Y
region. At 14 she went to work for a relative or ovement Against the Exploitation of Women
a housemaid and subsequently was forced Jn{d W-MAE-W)o educate ourselves and gain a greater

prostitution. When she was 16 she was sold #5 @qerstanding of the issue of the trafficking of women
mail-order bride to an unknown Australian. She ) )
where she experienced brutal domestic violehdg dealing with the problem.

from her ‘husband’ (no legal marriage h

taken place) and was also sexually abused by _
his friends. When she fought back she d9ur firsthand experience backed up data from around the

informed she ‘owed’ the *husband’ money Pkyorld which clearly show that the vast majority of
her air-travel and keep and had to pay. She fan | fficked ]
away and sought help from another Filipi aPeople trafficked are:
woman. However her ‘husband’ reported herjto

Sarah’s Story

DIMIA and she was picked up in a raid on the Marginalized women and children
suburban house where she had found refdge. ) ]

After several days of questioning in Brisbaie; Women in poverty in rural areas and urban
Sarah was taken to Villawood Detention Cenfre slums

where she was held for five months and Was . Lo
subsequently deported to the Philippines. Safah Eth'nlc minorities o
was fortunate in that one of the agencies fhe Indigenous people and hill tribes

Philippine government uses to place wonfan Refugees and illegal migrants

who are being repatriated isThird World m i
Movement Over the past two years she hhs iterate women, runaway girls

received support and counselling and is npw

working as a field worker witlThird World | 16 |argest number of victims world-wide are from Asia,
trying to assist other young women who hgve . o

industry. Asia and over 150,000 from South Asia. (Trafficking in

Women and Children, JPIC Commission of UISG, 2003)

During our visit in the Philippines we discovered that the scale of in4gotratficking is enormous.
We also spoke with women who had been deported from Australia after beirgkéchtfiere by
unscrupulous operators. The human face of this slavery is captured by igseaftotwo women whom
we met.

Natalie’s Story

There is clearly an intricate web of . _
. At eleven years of age, Natalie was traffickedby
interconnectedness between refugees, asylum | 5 cousin to sing in a karaoke bar in Cebu. Her

seekers and the trafficking of persons and family was extremely poor and lived on a sl
. . . . island off Mindanao. She was brought to the
considerable need for a ‘Trafficking Visa’ in Camagayan slum in Cebu where she was urlder

Australia which offers victim support and is not | the charge of a mamasan (madam). The
mamasan controls the girls, allocates thgm

dependent on preparedness to be a public clients and takes seventy-five percent of their
witness in criminal justice proceedings. earnings (50% paid to pimps). In this localiy

clients pay the cheapest rate which is 150 pgso
(Au$3.00) for a two-hour encounter.

Natalie is now sixteen, has recently given bifth
to a baby boy and is still working in the slum s
Louise Cleary | it is her only means of financial support. She
Brigidine Congregational Leadership Team|] comes to the Belen Drop-In Centre runTdyrd
World Movement where she receive
counselling and personal support.
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How much of a solution has the so-called Pacific solution been?
These are some of the individuals whose lives have beewctafie

Early in September 2001, the then Defence Minister, Peter
Reith, convinced the tiny island state of Nauru to accept asylum
seekers who were attempting to get to Australia.

A contingent of 433 who were mostly Afghanis had been picked up from the Tampa by the warship
HMAS Manoora and then another 230 or so mostly Iragis were taken on board from Ashnfiore Ree
At this time the infamous Pacific Solution was carved out—Ilegislation wasgasgxcise

Christmas Island and Ashmore Reef (and many other small islands fromal(stnigration zone).

Early in October, the Olong, a boat that has become known as SIEV 4 and famous falditsri‘c
overboard” fiasco, was first turned back to Indonesia by the Australian navylasetsently the
Adelaide rescued the 223 mainly Iragi asylum seekers on board.

The Howard government ordered that the 223 people including 116 women and children be kept on
board their unseaworthy vessel during a 24 hour tow back towards Christmas Islattljrspm
which contradicted all the principles of safety of life at sea.

The crew of the HMAS Adelaide were ordered to keep people on the boat until ityastumdland

they were in the water. Only then could they be rescued and brought on board the Adelaide. The
boat finally foundered with only an hour's warning. In a dangerous emergengy fesu the sea, it

Is a miracle that nobody drowned.

Virtually all the survivors of these two stories ended up on Nauru.

This may seem like history to most Australians but for many of the individualsroeddde horrific
results are still being played out. It is hard to believe that three and a geartetater, individuals
from both the Tampa and SIEV 4 are still being “processed”. And it is hard, tevesenow, that
justice is being done.

Over these three plus years, those on Nauru have been interviewed at differgnivarted for ages
to get an answer, waited for ages to have their cases reviewed, watcbet: agh® seemed to have
the same history as they did be accepted while they were refused ... And thga@goon.

The people in the three stories on the next page happen to be known to us personally.
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On Tuesday of this week it was finally good news for the | Senator Vanstone has said in a media
- : : P : release last week:
Alnasiri family—Abdulamain and his wife, Muntahar with - :

. _ My department has now finalised its
their four sons, Thwat, Rafat, Feras and Fikrat. The Alnaqirs_ssessments for 41 of the Iragjs in
are an Iraqi family who have a daughter—Lina and son-int- Nauru. 27 people have received positivie
law—Wassim in Sydney. They had been given refugee atusomes and now been assessed as
after three plus years of waiting and suffering. refugees by Australia. This group

includes 11 people from the UNHCR

We had got to know Abdulamain, Muntahar and Fikrat w Ocasg!oaq. Th's_ group C‘?mp”ses >
: . . . ; fzi\mllles including 10 children.

had all spent time separately in Maribyrnong having medifa

treatment. Rafat is also ill but had not come down to

‘Fourteen people, including four peoplg
Melbourne. from the UNHCR caseload, were again
found not to be refugeeIhose people
The family will of course go their daughter’s flat in the firs| Who have again been confirmed as
instance. One can only imagine the emotions of both Link Non-refugees should now accept the
and Wassim and the whole Alnasiri family at this stage. H gputcome and .return 0 thei.r home
Abdulamain and Muntahar and their sons there is the wh lgountry as quickly as possible.” It

L _ \], eems thathose people who were
gamut of relief, joy, fear, anxiety and, not least, the sorro 191 ced Visas took Vanstone's advice
those friends still on Nauru who have once again been saying that they would rather die in Irac
rejected. For Lina and Wassim there is the immense and be buried by friends and family thah
happiness that they will have parents and brothers out of | gie on Nauru. They went to the IOM /
detention and with them—>but there is the huge uncertainfy@s/IA office and requested forms to
they wonder about housing, money to survive and more thaign for"voluntary Return". They
anything else how will they manage the health problems ra&ere then told that they could not retur
each member of the family to a greater or lesser extent ngwp Irag because tHBORDER IS

experiences. CLOSED".

In the meantime UNHCR strongly advises
At the same time our hearts go out to Houda and her huspamdles to suspend the forced returns of Iraq

Khairy Almasoudi who have been refused visas. They arf 2aiionals to all parts of Iraq until further
Iragi couple who were on the ill fated SIEV 4. Houda wag "°tice- (September 2004)

hurt when being winched on board the Adelaide and hurt

again when she fell on Nauru. Eventually a few months ago she was sent to Melbouaatrmanit
and some of us visited her in the hospital, in the rehabilitation centre and in Maribiretmgion
Centre. She was in a lot of pain physically and traumatised emotionally. Klesrg history teacher
in his own country. Houda told us they had been in jail for a long time in Saddam Hussean’s tim
They are devastated with no idea of what will happen next.

There is another young twenty five year old Hazara man from Afghanmsiaribyrnong who was on
the Tampa and is ill. He says he cannot concentrate; he says he just “thinks arabtbuhkeeing in
detention forever”. He has no idea what the decision about his fate will be, whethi#eesent
back to Nauru, whether he will be deported. He is gentle and kindly—but overwhelmed by the

seeming futility of his life.
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Christmas party at Maribyrnong and Christmas cheer elsewhere

As part of the Project’s work, we will again host a Christmas party at ifaghg on 22nd
December. We will give a small gift to each person detained there and will haaa o-

gether. Unfortunately the authorities will only allow twelve volunteerstémd so we can
only include a few of those who visit the centre regularly.

As part of an effort to make Christmas a little happier for those who argregpaswers
about visas to stay in Australia we are

* making up hampers for some of the families,

* giving presents to the long term asylum seekers at Maribyrnong, thoseve/ino diur
houses and others we support in some way.

If anyone would like to donate a gift we suggest

* T shirts for men, sizes ranging from medium to extra large

* Any other clothes for men

* Toiletries particularly for men v‘%

* Metcards and Telstra Phone Away cards (for Nauru and Baxter) w
* Items for hampers—or food for the holiday period \\,

o8 pY chris::lnas to ay the
> who have Supporteq the Se
Asylum Seekerg Py,

4 in any way.

]

There is an Irish proverb: It is in the shelterazch other that the people live. A
community has emerged as a result of seeking gufdrcall those who flee
persecution in the hope of finding sanctuary.

We are inspired constantly by the generosity amdpassion of the many people

who just keep helping. Thank you—and may thiss@has time be blessed for
you.

for the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project




